
December 2015 
 
To St Bartholomew’s Church parishioners’ 
 
 
 “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Nicci and I are looking forward to our move to the Rectory toward the end of January and the 
“formal” start of our ministry with you on Monday 8 February. It seemed appropriate to be inducted 
as Rector before the beginning of Lent, so that I could walk with you on the journey of repentance 
and preparation leading toward the mystery of Jesus’ death at Golgotha and the joy and celebration 
of his resurrection on Easter Day. 
 
We were deeply moved by the support shown by the many of you who were able to join with us at 
the morning Communion on 16 November and who took the time to meet us at the Rectory during 
the interview morning. I look forward to renewing those brief acquaintances and to meeting all of 
you as we come to know one another. Nicci and I look forward to inviting you to a series of “bring 
and share” suppers at the Rectory... Jesus’ ministry and friendships often were centred on a feast: it 
seems an admirable model to follow!  
 
Since Nicci she took retirement as a head teacher a couple of years ago, her great joy  has been able 
to give time to our sons and grandchildren... she has just spent 10 days looking after our eldest son 
and his family in Switzerland, following Charlie’s back operation. Our other married son, Edward lives 
in north London, so is still within easy reach and our youngest, Antony has just settled back in 
England from service in the army. 
 
So “why Ducklington and why now?” as both the Bishop and Archdeacon asked me! Having been a 
late responder to God’s call to ordained ministry, I was content to offer myself across the breadth of 
opportunity that was available as I came to the end of my curacy. I had identified two parameters 
which I felt were important in my seeking God’s call to the place he had planned for me - that it 
would be a part-time role and would be a single church benefice so I could focus on that one 
community.  
 
When the post was first advertised, I was at that time reluctant to move from our home of many 
years, and was actively pursuing a couple of local “associate” posts, so while I saw the advert (and 
even asked Archdeacon Judy for more details!) I then withdrew my interest just a day or two later. 
 
But God had other ideas! 
 
So when the post was re-advertised in September, we both felt this was a clear nudge from God to 
apply... and the rest is history. 
 
I have been amazed at how well-known is Ducklington: many people tell me that they have got 
friends or had family living here, or know about Fritillary Sunday, or were brought up in the next 
village (this was from the sales agent when I phoned to order a new fridge!)  
 
While Nicci has been in education all her life, I have been in the construction industry, having been 
with John Laing Construction for 25 years and then Bovis Project Management for 10 years before 
falling victim to the 2008/9 recession and taking early retirement. At this point I was already going 
through the discernment process with the Bishop and was offered a training place with the Eastern 



Region Ministry Course, a three year programme which gave me space to remind myself how to read 
books properly and to write essays! 
 
Please bear with Nicci and me as we learn names and faces and we hope that you will gently remind 
us when we get it wrong. I hope it will not be too long, however, before I can greet you by name not 
only at St. Bartholomew’s, but also as I take my daily walk around the village and fields with my 
“prayer partner”... our 6 year-old Labrador! 
 
I am honoured to be invited to serve as your Rector and am excited to be part of God’s mission both 
in Ducklington and the wider deanery. 
 
May you know God’s blessing as he equips you with the spiritual gifts needful for the exercise of 
your personal ministry to your family, friends and in your special calling to make disciples as you 
witness to Jesus' love for you and for those you meet. 
 
With our prayer and hope for a blessed and happy Christmas. 
 
“Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.” 1Th 5:11   
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 

Paul. 
 
Paul Boddam-Whetham 
 


